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team itself. In addition to technical
knowledge in one or more resource spe-
cialties, members should possess other
attributes which enhance the inter-
disciplinary process. As a minimum,
these attributes should include—

(1) An ability to solve complex prob-
lems;

(2) Skills in communication and
group interaction;

(3) Basic understanding of land and
natural resource planning concepts,
processes, and analysis techniques; and

(4) The ability to conceptualize plan-
ning problems and feasible solutions.

§219.6 Public participation.

(a) Because the land and resource
management planning process deter-
mines how the lands of the National
Forest System are to be managed, the
public is encouraged to participate
throughout the planning process. The
intent of public participation is to—

(1) Broaden the information base
upon which land and resource manage-
ment planning decisions are made;

(2) Ensure that the Forest Service
understands the needs, concerns, and
values of the public;

(3) Inform the public of Forest Serv-
ice land and resource planning activi-
ties; and

(4) Provide the public with an under-
standing of Forest Service programs
and proposed actions.

(b) Public participation in the prepa-
ration of environmental impact state-
ments for planning begins with the
publication of a notice of intent in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. Public involvement
in the preparation of draft and final en-
vironmental impact statements shall
conform to the requirements of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act and
associated implementing regulations
and Forest Service Manual and Hand-
book guidance (hereafter, ‘“‘NEPA pro-
cedures’). Public comments shall be
analyzed according to NEPA proce-
dures.

(c) Public participation activities, as
deemed appropriate by the responsible
line officer, shall be used early and
often throughout the development of
plans. Formal public participation ac-
tivities will begin with a notice to the
news media and other sources which in-
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cludes, as appropriate, the following in-
formation:

(1) A description of the proposed
planning action;

(2) A description and map of the geo-
graphic area affected,

(3) The issues expected to be dis-
cussed;

(4) The kind, extent, and method(s) of
public participation to be used;

(5) The times, dates, and locations
scheduled or anticipated, for public
meetings;

(6) The name, title, address, and tele-
phone number of the Forest Service of-
ficial who may be contacted for further
information; and

(7) The location and availability of
documents relevant to planning proc-
ess.

(d) Public participation activities
should be appropriate to the area and
people involved. Means of notification
should be appropriate to the level of
planning. Public participation activi-
ties may include, but are not limited
to, requests for written comments,
meetings, conferences, seminars, work-
shops, tours, and similar events de-
signed to foster public review and com-
ment. The Forest Service shall state
the objectives of each participation ac-
tivity to assure that the public under-
stands what type of information is
needed and how this information re-
lates to the planning process.

(e) Public comments shall be consid-
ered individually and by type of group
and organization to determine common
areas of concern and geographic dis-
tribution. The result of this analysis
should be evaluated to determine the
variety and intensity of viewpoints
about ongoing and proposed planning
and management standards and guide-
lines.

(f) All scheduled public participation
activities shall be documented by a
summary of the principal issues dis-
cussed, comments made, and a register
of participants.

(g) At least 30 days’ public notice
shall be given for public participation
activities associated with the develop-
ment of regional guides and forest
plans. Any notice requesting written
comments on regional planning shall
allow at least 60 calendar days for re-
sponse. A similar request on forest
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planning shall allow at least 30 cal-
endar days for response. Draft regional
guides and forest plans and environ-
mental impact statements shall be
available for public comment for a
least 3 months. See also §§219.8(c) and
219.10(b).

(h) The responsible line officer shall
attend, or provide for adequate rep-
resentation at, public participation ac-
tivities.

(i) Copies of approved guides and
plans shall be available for public re-
view as follows:

(1) The RPA Assessment and the RPA
Program shall be available at national
headquarters, The Northeastern Area
State and Private Forestry Office, and
all Regional offices, Research Stations,
Forest Supervisors’ offices, and Dis-
trict Rangers’ offices;

(2) The regional guides shall be avail-
able at national headquarters, the
issuing regional office and regional of-
fices of contiguous regions, each Forest
Supervisor’s office of forests within
and contiguous to the issuing region,
and each District Ranger’s office in the
region;

(3) The forest plan shall be available
at the regional office for the forest, the
Forest Supervisor’s office, Forest Su-
pervisors’ offices contiguous to the for-
est, District Rangers’ offices within the
forest, and at least one additional loca-
tion, to be determined by the Forest
Supervisor, which shall offer conven-
ient access to the public.

These documents may be made avail-
able at other locations convenient to
the public.

(J) Documents considered in the de-
velopment of plans shall be available
at the office where the plans were de-
veloped.

(k) Forest planning activities should
be coordinated to the extent prac-
ticable with owners of lands that are
intermingled with, or dependent for ac-
cess upon, National Forest System
lands. The results of this coordination
shall be included in the environmental
impact statement for the plan as part
of the review required in §219.7(c). The
responsible line officer may individ-
ually notify these owners of forest
planning activities where it is deter-
mined that notice provided for the gen-
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eral public is not likely to reach the af-
fected landowners.

(I) Fees for reproducing requested
documents shall be charged according
to the Secretary of Agriculture’s Fee
Schedule (7 CFR part 1, subpart A, ap-
pendix A).

§219.7 Coordination with other public
planning efforts.

(a) The responsible line officer shall
coordinate regional and forest planning
with the equivalent and related plan-
ning efforts of other Federal agencies,
State and local governments, and In-
dian tribes.

(b) The responsible line officer shall
give notice of the preparation of a land
and resource management plan, along
with a general schedule of anticipated
planning actions, to the official or
agency so designated by the affected
State (including the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico). The same notice shall be
mailed to all Tribal or Alaska Native
leaders whose tribal lands or treaty
rights are expected to be impacted and
to the heads of units of government for
the counties involved. These notices
shall be issued simultaneously with the
publication of the notice of intent to
prepare an environmental impact
statement required by NEPA proce-
dures (40 CFR 1501.7).

(c) The responsible line officer shall
review the planning and land use poli-
cies of other Federal agencies, State
and local governments, and Indian
tribes. The results of this review shall
be displayed in the environmental im-
pact statement for the plan (40 CFR
1502.16(c), 1506.2). The review shall in-
clude—

(1) Consideration of the objectives of
other Federal, State and local govern-
ments, and Indians tribes, as expressed
in their plans and policies;

(2) An assessment of the interrelated
impacts of these plans and policies;

(3) A determination of how each For-
est Service plan should deal with the
impacts identified; and,

(4) Where conflicts with Forest Serv-
ice planning are identified, consider-
ation of alternatives for their resolu-
tion.

(d) In developing land and resource
management plans, the responsible line
officer shall meet with the designated
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